Handwriting at St John's

Why is handwriting so importante
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TYPICAL PENCIL GRASP
DEVELOPMENT FOR HANDWRITING

10 Months 12-15 Months 2-3Years 3-4Years
Fincer Grasp Palmar Supinate Grasp Digital Pronate Grasp Ouadrupod Grasp

b-6 Years
Dynamic Tripod Grasp

3-4 Years
Static Tripod Grasp
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Year |

Writing becomes smaller to fit onto writing lines in the first term
Explicit handwriting lessons in the first half term daily
After the first term, children to take part in whole class teaching handwriting lessons

After the first term (if a child is ready) children to write using handwriting lines in their English books

3 lettér formation misconceptions addressed in each lesson
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Year 2




Year 2

The children start the year with explicit handwriting lessons taken place weekly
Their English books use handwriting lines
Letter misconceptions addressed for all children

Once a child’s letters are formed correctly, the child moves on to normal lined pages in their English
books.

In addition, a child begins to join their handwriting.
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Letter families and relative sizes

Pupils should be taught to develop a consistent style by paying attention to how letters in
each family are formed.

The ‘families’ are grouped according to where each letter starts, although these families
may differ slightly, depending on the handwriting programme used.

Typical families are:

« coagqd
o iltkj

e vwuyf
e rnmhpb
s esxz

Pupils should be taught to write each ‘family’ of lower-case letters correctly on the line,
and then to write words that include letters from that family.
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How can you help at homeze

Take part in activities with your children to encourage fine motor strength. They could include:
« molding and cutting playdough

« using tweezers to move small objects
 stringing beads or threading pasta

« tearing and crumpling paper

picking up objects with droppers or syringes




How can you help at homeze

During homework, encourage your child to form the letter in the correct place.

Dictate sentence for your child to write.




