
Handwriting at St John’s

Why is handwriting so important?



Why writing cognitively overloads our 

brains?

Vocabulary knowledge

Oral language

Spelling

Punctuation

Sentence structure knowledge

Letter formation

Writerly knowledge

Goal - purpose

Reading

Knowledge of audience

Handwriting

Listening comprehension

Imagination and creativity 

Genre knowledge

Phonics

Cohesion

Structures of different text types
Content knowledge – subject specific

Grammar knowledge



Transcription and Composition

Vocabulary knowledge

Oral language

Spelling

Punctuation

Sentence structure knowledge

Letter formation

Writerly knowledge

Goal - purpose

Reading

Knowledge of audience

Handwriting

Listening comprehension

Imagination and creativity 

Genre knowledge

Phonics

Cohesion

Structures of different text types
Content knowledge – subject specific

Grammar knowledge



EYFS

Build up gross and fine motor skills

Learn how to hold a pencil/pen

Begin to write letters 

phonics

active learning

teacher led activities



















Year 1

Writing becomes smaller to fit onto writing lines in the first term 

Explicit handwriting lessons in the first half term daily 

After the first term, children to take part in whole class teaching handwriting lessons

After the first term (if a child is ready) children to write using handwriting lines in their English books

3 letter formation misconceptions addressed in each lesson 



Year 1











Year 2



Year 2

The children start the year with explicit handwriting lessons taken place weekly

Their English books use handwriting lines 

Letter misconceptions addressed for all children

Once a child’s letters are formed correctly, the child moves on to normal lined pages in their English

books.

In addition, a child begins to join their handwriting.



















How can you help at home?

Take part in activities with your children to encourage fine motor strength. They could include:

• molding and cutting playdough

• using tweezers to move small objects

• stringing beads or threading pasta

• tearing and crumpling paper

• picking up objects with droppers or syringes

• playing with bubble wrap, and incorporating activities like art

• cooking

• puzzles into daily routines



How can you help at home?

During homework, encourage your child to form the letter in the correct place.

Dictate sentence for your child to write.


